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CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS OF FORT WAYNE SINCE 1880 
I. FORT WAYNE IN 1880 Ae 
9380'73 

Since this paper is to take the year 1880 as a point of departure, it might 
be well at the ovbet to see what Fort Wayne was like in 1880, before taking up 
the various cultural facets of the city since that date. | 

Fort Wayne in 1880 had a population of 26,880. It area was mch smaller 
than that of Fort Wayne of today. Transportation was by means of the horse and 
buggy, and the horse car, which had been installed eight years before. Not for 
twelve more years would the city's street car system be electrified. Unpaved 
streets, wooden sidewalks, lack of telephones (the telephone did not become a fix- 
ture here until 1881), and of electric lights (also first used here in 1881), all 
may seem primitive characteristics to us of 1956, and yet, in that day, there was 
a graciousness of living, an attention to the amenities of life, which, with all 
our modern conveniences and our so-called higher standard of living, are fast 
disappearing and soon, alas, may be extinct. People were unhurried in their 
lives. The home was the center of the family life, and evenings would find the 
children cireled sround the fireplace, their daily chores done and their school 
work completed for the next day; their reward for such rectitude would be the 
privilege of having read to them by one of their parents the novels of Dickens 
or Thackeray, or the poetry of Tennyson or Browning. Contrast this with 1956, 
when the youngsters, if indeed they are at home at all, must be stimulated by 
radio and television; do not usually have chores to perform; and, if they did, 
would certainly look upon a reading from Dickens or Thackeray, not as a reward 
but aS a punishment. 

To the Fort Wayne of these characteristics, then, we turn our attention for 


a beginning of the survey of cultural backgrounds, a survey in which I propose 
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to inelude six facets, namely education, art, music, drama, libraries, and 


literary and historical societies. 
Ii. EDUCATION 


The city directory of 1880.1981 lists eight public schools, including the 
so«called Central Grammar School, or Fort Wayne High School, on Zast Wayne ciniak 
where the Paramount Theatre now stands; and the Jefferson, Clay, Hoagland, Hanna, 
Washington, Bloomingdale, and Harmar grade schools, Eight Catholic schools, 
three Lutheran schools, and three colleges, Concordia, Fert Wayne College, and 
the Medical College of Fort Wayne, are listed. 

The publie school system in Fort Wayne had existed only 27 years by the time 
1880 rolled around, for not until 1853 had a school board been appointed, and 
the first school opened in the old Medunkin building on Lafayette street. And 
it was four years later that the first school in a city-owned building, was opened. 
This was the Clay School, at the corner of Hast Washington and Clay streets. The 
second was the Jefferson Building, at the corner of Fairfield and Jefferson ere 
ected later in the same year, 1857. It is interesting to note in 1956 that neither 
of these two schools is in existence. Each was succeeded by a second building 
on the same site, but the Clay School has been torn down and the Jefferson is used 
as a community center. The trend of population away from the downtown area into 
the farther reaches of the city, because of the gradual encroachment of business 
in the areas served by these two schools, caused such a decrease in the number 
of school children residing within the areas that schools were no longer necessary. 

Qur ogublie school system has grown in the years since 1880, in consonance 
Miah the growth of population of the city and the vast extension in area, so that 


we now have three public high schools and 26 public grade schools. Likewise, the 
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Catholic and lutheran schools have greatly expanded threugh the years, and each 
of those faiths now has a high school and numerous grade schools to take care of 
the needs of its parishioners. 

In this paper it will. be imp@ssible to mention all the individuals who have 
had an important part in the cultural life of the city; and yet I cannot forego 
the temptation to deatton a few outstanding persons, as the development of the 
theme proceeds, and in the field of education certainly the outstanding name is 
that of Chester T. Lane. For thirty-five years, from 1879 to 1914, Mr. Lane 
served as principal of Fort Wayne High Sehool, first in its oid building on 
Wayne Street, and after 1904 in its present site at the corner of Lewis and Barr 
streets. <A graduate of the University of Michigan, a classicist and a mathe~ 
matician, whose standards of scholarship were of the highest, he is remembered 
by thousands of Fort Wayne people as a hard taskmaster but one who could be 
counted upon for sympathetic understanding, and for real inspiration in the field 
of learning. Mr. Lane's activities in connection with the public schools were 
supplemented by active participation in many of the city's caltural and civic 
organizations, all of which were the better for having had the benefit of his 
wise counsel and leadership. 

The institutions of higher learning in 1880 were, as we have seen, three in 
number. None of hess survives today in exsetly the form in which it thon existed. 
Concordia, which had been established in Missouri in 1839, by the Missouri Synod 
of the Lutheran Church, was moved to Fort Wayne in 1861 and has occupied a site 
in the eastern part of the city ever since. I+ has served as a junior college, 
its graduates in many cases going on to a higher institution of learning of the 
same name in St. Louis for completion of ministerial training, but in this year 
of 1956 its character is to change to that of a senior college and its plans for 


a beautiful new campus north of the city are rapidly developing toward fruition. 
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The old Fort Wayne College, or M. BE. College as it was often called, had 
been established by the Methodists and in 1880 was in its heydey, on a site at 
the end of Wayne street, at the intersection of College street. It flourished 
for a number of years in the 1880's and 1890's and then was moved to Upland, 
Indiana, where, as Taylor University, it still survives. Many Fort Wayne persons 
of the latter half of the nineteenth century received at least a part of their 
education in this institution. 

The medical college which existed in the eighties and nineties trained 
many of the doctors who practiced here and in other parts of the tri-state area, 
but, like many such institutions, it was later absorbed by a larger one, and left 
Fort Wayne. 

All other institutions of higher learning in Fort Wayne have come here in 
the years since 1880. The Fort Wayne Bible College, established on a site on 
Rudisill Boulevard at what was then the southern extremity of Fort Wayne, and 
first called the bible Training School, has achieved a commendable growth and 
has assumed a stature of magnitude in the city's cultural life. St. Francis 
College was moved here from Lafayette and since 1945 has oceupied the John H. 
Bass residence, Brookside, and surrounding grounds, adding a new building on the 
original campus. The college is a Catholic college for women, giving the bachelor's 
degree after four years of training. It has assumed an important part in the 
collegiate life of the city, and several local educators have taught on its faculty. 

In the latter part of the nineteenth century, and the earlier part of this 
century, few high school pupils went on to college. Sut after about 1910, the 
number of students in the high school greatly increased, and the proportionate 
number of those students who continued their education beyond high school also 
increased. By 1917, therefore, it was felt that an extension center of Indiana 


University might well be established in Fort Wayne, to increase the opportunities 


for college work, for those students who desired to continue their education 
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beyond high sehool, and yet who felt that they were not ready, either for fin. 
aneial reasons or for other reasons, to go away to college. The center was the 
second of such centers established in the state by the state university, and the 
first director was Frank Shockley, who was succeeded by Floyd R. Neff in 1918. 
Under Mr. Neff's able direction the school grew rapidly. He retired as director 
in 1951, and was succeeded by Dr. Ralph Broyles, the present director. The ad~ 
ministration of the extension center was at first carried on at the court house, 
and the classes were held at Fort Wayne High School, later Central High School. 
In 1939 the college moved into the old Luther Institute building, at 1120 South 
Barr Street, which it still occupies. Courses are so arranged that a student 
may complete two years of college work at the Fort Wayne Center, before going to 
the Bloomington campus of the University for the remaining two years, or to ane 
other college of his choice. There are also many so called "adult education” 
courses which Fort Wayne residents may pursue for purely cultural reasons, with- 
out expectation of receiving a degree, and in addition, the extension center pro- 
vides frequent public lectures on educational and eultural subjects, and in the 
past few years it has sponsored the Great Books Program in Fort Wayne. 

Following the success of the Indiana University Exténsion prégram, Purdue 
University decided to establish a center here in 1941, with classes at first in 
the Central High School building and later in the Transfer building. Since 1947 
the center has occupied its own building, the old Catholic Community Center 
building, at Jefferson and Barr streets. It parallels Indiana University in 
providing two years of college instruction, and in providing some adult education 
courses and lectures, although the emphasis is naturally more strongly on the 
scientific side. | 


Indiana Technical College was founded in Fort Wayne in 1930 and occupies 
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buildings across from the Y. M. C. A. on East Washington street. It expects to 
move in July of 1956 to its newly purchased campus, the site of the present Con- 
cordia College. Indiana Technical College offers purely technical courses in 
various phases of engineering, and its program is geared to enable the student 
to complete his work in two years, dispensing with the cultural subjects which 
four-year engineering colleges include in their prescribed courses. 

These collegiate institutions which have here been considered, have a total 
enrollment of some 4,500 students. This is the equivalent, approximately, of 
the enrollment at such a university as the University of Oregon, at Eugene, for 
instance. It is difficult for many Fort Wayne persons to realize that there is 
such a large number of students on a collegiate level studying in this city, so 
well have they been absorbed into the community's civic and cultural life. 

We cannot leave the subject of education in Victorian Fort Wayne without a 
mention of the famous Westminster Seminary, located in the west end, in a build- 
ing part of which, in an altered state, still stands at 714 Union Street. West- 
minster Seminary, founded in 1853, had as its purpose the education of young 
ladies of high school age. Subjects taught included Greek, Latin, French, German, 
fnglish and American literature, algebra, geometry, art, music, and other courses, 
which would be expected in a school of that period. Many of the prominent families 
of that day in Fort wayne sent their daughters to this school, feeling that it 
was more exclusive than the public schools and that preparation for college and 
for the problems of life would be more thorough. Whether or not it succeeded in 
this endeavor, can best be judged by its graduates, many of whom are stili living 
in Fort Wayne today. A catalogue of the institution for the year 1894, now in 
possession of the Public Library, contains a list of the students and also a list 


of all the alumnae of the school, from the first graduating class of 1886. This 
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list is a veritable roll call of the daughters of the "first families" of Fort 
Wayne of the period encompassed. 
Some of the rules found in the catalogue of 1894 are interesting as reflect} 
ing the life and the customs of the times: 
"Pupils are permitted occasionally to receive their friends in the 
parlors, subject to the sanction of the parents and the approval 
of the principal. 
"A chaperone is always provided for those who desire to attend 
concerts and lectures. 
"Pupils are not permitted to go into the city without a chaperone. 
"Pupils are required to attend Sunday School and Sunday morning 
service in company with the principal and teachers; also a social 
afternoon Bible class in the Seminary Chapel; and a Christian 
Endeavor meeting in the evening conducted by themselves." 
Thus it would seem that there was not much chance for the young ladies to 
get into mischief, hemmed in, watched, and guarded as they seem to have been. 
The Westminster Seminary was indeed an important factor in the education 
of young women for more than a score of years. Miss Caroline 5. Sharp and Mrs. 
Delphine &. Wells, the founders and principals of this institution, will long be 
remembered by graduate and former students for their unrelentingly high standards 


and their firm adherence to the aims for which the school had been founded. 
Jil. ART 


Art has always flourished in Fort Wayne, being nourished by countless budding 
artists in the early days, prior to the eighties, tut in 1888 a tangible recogni- 


tion of the place of art in the cultural life of the city came with the founding, 


iy a % & * 
" ty APS s ¥ ? ‘yt 
a, ne ue wh) ‘ t pu hi %- ry “i Us q my 
— * en bs 
f ic - 
® ) 
a ft 
. ° ‘ y * 5 gi D 
ae Ue oe Jonker dhe ha rh F eee 
: 
be 
ey. * r . 
2 ee j 3 T 3 if DP bs 
aN a .y aye 3 
x 
a “oe ‘ ‘ i 
Toil wae Ln . 
: , . 
J %e + ‘ne . } a9 
m « F . ? ' ~ 
? wey 
4 
2 i ~ ™ 
2 ty - PPS ry . a if 
a tito ~t ¢ “ e. ‘ 
, , ” - 
hs 
mer “ 4 > Lee 7 
Say 
} 
5 Wh 
- R od . 4 4 x ” f ; 
Pee Bi! SB by : 7 
- 
’ 
. f j - 4 
‘ . * ‘ 4 a P 
‘wy ys s * 4% 4 é Ae & q eo 
bs gu 
8 
- : ’ if 
why 2 iN Z , . 2 * 
ll - 
% 
aa 
7 mS ' 
“ee J an 
he 1 aad } , « § ° % 
. 
?, 
‘ ‘ é re. 4 
k fue : Fah 7 
4 0 x? = 
ri 
js 
P wh . 
. ir 
% ne Benet z < o oe a 
or ' ‘Ad » ") 
» “ 
‘ 9 - Rit ve 
® ZF Fe ’ dee 3 
Ie 24 FT moe! 4 oo ia 
‘ i : 
oe Ty, ' . i P ¢ 
Pay nai A i me ee Act : 
‘ a Te ee 
Cie Sie By Be A, 1, Weep 
Se ra 
uh 
4 : Fpl < 
( 5 es > . 
& f i es - La! » > Try ad 
‘ ’ ‘ => ' ~~ Ln oe 
Boe. Sys 
. 7 . t r é ® 


/Rieghe wee ? 
Hie geil te 


m+? ag al ih ag “a The 


et Ae ad é ae wah ; 


4 
ee a ape “hq 8 
ae d ik. a4 ate * Kj a nat g 


‘ta “ “ in : a 
eRARS Dp. a et, orm ee ST 


Wt ye) ae & he. 2) oe eyne eS 


* y ‘> : © (94 oo ® 


a, nee ee 
; . _ es. = ' — me 


by Mrs. Robert C. Bell, wife of a prominent Fort Wayne lawyer, of an art school, 
under the instruction of J. Ottis Adams, prominent Muncie and Indianapolis artist, 
and later of William Forsyth, an equally well known painter. The art school 
had a struggle in its early years, moving around from one downtown building to 
another, with no real organization and only a hand-toemouth financial backing. 
In 1892 Miss Margaret Hamilton, a member of a well known pioneer Fort Wayne family, 
took an interest in the school and arranged for it to occupy an old carriage 
house on the grounds of the Hamilton estate, at the corner of Lewis and Barr 
streets, where Central High School now stands. Miss Hamilton also gave monetary 
assistance to the school, and her nieces, Jessie, Agnes, and Norah Hamilton, as« 
sisted in giving instruction. Thus the Hamilton family became the first of sev- 
eral Fort Wayne families to align themselves with the Art School by furnishing 
monetary assistance as well as advice and other less tangible assistance. 
It was not until 1897 that a formal organization was perfected, under the 

name of the Fort Wayne Art School, with J. Ross MeCulloch as first president. 
The early period of the school was rich in its. rewards in that many of its pupils 
went on to other schools, and into active practice of art, and not a few of these 
became well known throughout the nation in later years, for their accomplishments. 

' The school was forced to move when the part of the Hamilton grounds which 
it occupied was sold to the School City for the site of the new Fort Wayne High 
School, first occupied in 1904. Quarters for the Art School were found in the 
old Peter Kiser residence, at the northeast corner of Wayne and Webster streets, 
and here it remained, under the successive presidencies of such public-spirited 
citizens as Mrs, Clark Fairbank, Mrs. C. 8 Woodworth, and Dr. Albert E. Bulson, 
Jr., for almost “ score of years. 


In 1921, the Art School began a new era of expansion with the move to the 
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present headquarters at 1026 West Berry Street. This move was made possible by 
the generous gift of Theodore F. Thieme, head of the Wayne Knitting Mills, of 

his home together with gifts of money and paintings. Mr. Thieme wisely attached 
certain conditions to his gift, which proved a challenge to the Fort Wayne public, 
a challenge which the citizens met by fulfilling the conditions outlined by Mr, 
Thieme. These inoluded the re-organization of the corporate structure of the 
school, the raising of a large sum of money to match that donated by Mr. Thieme, 
and certain other terms which were not difficult to meet, including an expansion 
of the membership of the Art Association which was to govern the school. A re- 
organization of the school occurred in 1922, Albert H. Schaaf being elected presi- 
dent, and in 1923 the new quarters in the Thieme home were formally opened to the 
public with a series of meetings and receptions running through a week. Since 
that day the sehool has acquired three other buildings, either by purchase or by 
gift, to house its activities, as well as certain other properties which it uses 
for investment purposes only, deriving income from rentals. 

One of the most important changes in arrangement of housing occurred in 1950, 
when the museum of the Art School, which had until then been located, along with 
the school, in the former Thieme home, was moved to the residence at 1202 West 
jayne Street, the former home of B. Paul Mossman, prominent industrialist and 
eivie leader of Fort Wayne. This home had been given to the Art School in 1949 
by Mr. Mossman as a memorial to his late wife, Mre. Emma Seymour Mossman, and had 
been extensively remodelled for use as a mseum to house the school's rapidly in- 
creasing collection of fine pieces of art. At formal dedication services in Octe 
ober, 1950, the museum was opened to the public, and has been used ever since, 
to house the school's permanent collection as well as the numerous traveling 


collections which are sent here each year for temporary exhibition. 
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The Art Sehool has come a long way from its beginning in 1885. Its faculty 
has expanded, its possessions have increased, its influence is widely felt, 
through the work of its graduates, and its financial condition is sound. (One 
of the great contributions to its endowment was the gift of $200,000 by the will 
of the late James M. Hamilton, member of the pioneer family which had already 
done so much for the Art School in its early, struggling days). 

The Fort Wayne Art School and Museum supplements its activities as a school 
of instruction for budding artists and as a seat of exhibitions of masterpieces 
of art, by a third contribution to the cultural growth of Fort Wayne. This is 
the series of lectures given each year by outstanding artists, novelists, essay 
ists, publishers, and critics, who come here to address the more than 500 members 
ef the Art Association, thus bringing to Fort wayne the ideas ani thoughts of 
some of the best minds of the nation. 

Truly the Fort Wayne Art School and Museum has achieved fulfillment of the 
aims and objectives of its founders, and occupies one of the most important places 


in the cultural life of the growing city. 
Iv. Music 


The late Dr. Eugene L. Bulson, in a paper written for the quest Club in 1949, 
entitled "Fort Wayne's Place in the Music World", says, "From the early days when 
General Anthony Wayne listened to the ecacophonous war songs of the indian tribes 
across the Maumee River, there has never been a lack of interest in music in 
Fort Wayne. In fact, music has always been an important factor in the cultural 
development of the city*. 

The first misic in Fort Wayne consisted largely of the early bands, of 


which there were many by 1880. Fort Wayne had become essentially a German 
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commuijity, so that the love of music which these early settlers brought with them, 
as a part of the Gemutlichkeit for which they were well known, led to the formation 
of German singing societies, and one of the best known was the Saengerbund, found- 
ed in 1868. The families gathered in some woods on Sundays and spent the whole 
day singing. In the wintertime the sing fests were carried on in waxivcns hale! 
until the society acquired its own quarters, "Saengerbund Hall" on West Main | 
Street. Later the name of the society, after absorption with other similar 
societies, was changed to the Fort Wayne Maennerchor. For decades through the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, this organization was an important 
factor in the cultural life of Fort wayne. 

From the eighties on, music had an increasingly influential part in the life 
of the community. Singing societies of large and small numbers arose. One of 
these, the Haydn quartette, sang not only in Fort Wayne, but on tours of sure 
rounding towns. John 8. Archer, familiarly known as “Jack" Archer, who had come 
here from the east and had become organist of the First Presbyterian Church, or- 
ganized the Apollo Club, composed of male singers, who gave concerts and in later 
years, anmally staged a msical comedy, assisted by a few prominent young ladies 
of the city for the female parts. The Nocturne Club, organized in 1906, also 
gave memorable concerts to an invited audience at the old Wayne Club. Composed 
of both men and women, this group became very popular among those fortunate 
enough to hear them. 

The first institution for the teaching of music was the Huropean School of 
Music, founded in 1885 by Miss Anna Siboni, later Mrs. Theodore Ruhland, long a 
prominent name in musical circles of Fort Wayne. In 1909 this school was ace 
eae by George Bailhe, who taught piano, and whose brother, Gaston, taught violin. 


The school continued under the direction of the Bailhes for a number of years, 
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until George Bailhe decided to quit msic as a profession and enter business in 
the east. 

The Masonic Temple Theatre was dedicated in November, 1884. It stood at 
the northeast comer of Wayne and Clinton streets, the present site of Miller's 
Cafeteria. The manager of this theatre was the late Frank &. Stouder, beloved 
friend of many of us gathered here today. It is fitting at this point to pay 
tribute to this leader of Fort Wayne's msical life, for he stands out among the 
many devoted to the cause of misic, as a shining light and his memory is held 
dear to all those whe had the privilege of knowing him. Not only was he an entre- 
preneur who, in his capacity of director of the Temple Theatre, brought to Fort 
Wayne the best and greatest of the Metropolitan Opera stars of the day, including 
Tetrazzini, Melba, Sehuman Heink, and the pianist Paderewski, but also Mr. Stouder 
was himself a singer of great talent, participating in many of the concerts of 
the eighties, nineties, anc early nineteen hundreds, and in numerous operettas 
given by local telent. 

In 1904 the Majestic Theatre, now the Civic Theatre Building, was opened to 
the public, and here, also, were heard outstanding operatic stars. in 1915 the 
Palace Theatre opened, having been built by Frank Stouder and 5. H. Barnett, and 
here, too, until the coming of tha poelal, were heard many leading msical figures 
of the second decade of this century. 

The earliest organization devoted exclusively to the promotion of the cultural 
value of music was founded in 1890, and was ealled the Morning Musical Society. 

It. was incorporated in 1897 and by 1927 its membership had grown from 13 to over 
300. This society stilt “lourishes in 1956, as one of the most important musical 
organizations in the city. Through its efforts, many fine orchestras and concert 


and opera artists have been brought here, and in addition, opportunity was given 
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for the appearance of a number of talented local singers and instrumentalists. 
Mrs. Isabelle McClure Peltier, who has written a histery of the society, was her- 
self one of the prime movers of the organization over a period of many years. 
Great credit is due her for the success of the concerts sponsored by the Morning 
Musical, for without her enthusiasm and untiring efforts to bring to Fort Wayne 
the best available talent, many of the concerts would have been impossible. 

With the passage of time, Fort Wayne's love fer music took expression in 
such flourishing organizations as the Lutheran Choral Seciety, the Concordia 
College Chorus, and the choruses culled from the public schools, which, under 
the long reign of Prof. William Miles as director of music in the city school 
system, increased their musical activities. Music is now a part of the curriculum 
in the schools, and in the high schools have their bands and a cappella choirs. 

All this increasing interest led to the formation of the Fort Wayne Civic 
Symphony Orchestra in 193%, under Gaston Eailhe as conductor. Its purpose was 
"to develop an appreciation of good msic and add to the cultural welfare of 
Fort Wayne." 

For thirteen years this society gave opportunity for local msicians to 
play in its orchestra, and also brought to the city a number of outstanding solo- 
ists and choruses from outside. 

In 1944 the Fort Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra was organized, and in 1945 
the Civic Symphony Orchestra was merged with it. Hans Schwieger was the director 
from the founding of the Philharmonic until 1948, when he was succeeded by Igor 
Buketoff, the present director. The organization continues to give each year a 
series of concerts, participated in by both local and imported talent, and 
sponsors the appearance of outstanding soloists. 


One of the most important musical organizations in the history of the 
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oeltural development of Fort Wewrkcd is the Commnity Concert Association, founded 
in 1931. J. Koss MeCulloch was the first president and he was succeeded by Mrs. 
Isabelle MeClure Peltier, who held the office for many years until her retirement 
in 1955, when she was succeeded by Mrs. Hertha Stein Duemling. Through the years, 
the Association has carried on the early work of the Morning Musical Society in 
bringing to Fort Wayne the finest available talent in both the vocal and in- 
strumental fields of msic. A noneprofit organization which is allied with a 
national organization which furnishes talent to numerous other Community Concert 
groups throughout the country, this organisation has been so successful that in 
recent years its coming seasons have been sold out a year in advance, so ene 
thusiastic are its members and so eager to renew their memberships. Much of the 
credit for the success of the Community Concerts belongs to Mrs. Peltier, to 


whom, indesd, tribute mst be paid as the outstanding person among those living 


in 1956, in the development of the cause of msic in Fort Wayne. Without her 
devotion, her ceaseless endeavors, her very high standards and her great oraz 
ganizational ability, the story of music in Fort Wayne would indeed have been a 
different one, and Fort Wayne culture would have been the poorer by a great deal. 
As she lives on in richly deserved retirement from active endeavors, may the fruits 
of her many years of devoted work in the cause of msic in Fort Wayne continue 

to grow with ever greater enrichment! 

As we close our chapter on music in Fort Wayne, there remains to be considered 
the fairly recent development of outdoor light opera, inaugurated five years ago 
by the Light Opera Festival, which has since changed its corporate title to Fes- 
tival Music Theatre. Thi: organization has sponsored performances of light opera 
and musical comedy, given by local talent supplemented in many cases by imported 


talent in leading roles. The staging of these musicals, usually four or five in 
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number each summer season, is done at the NewseSentinel Open Air Theatre in Franke 
Park, and in most cases the attendance has been excellent, thus attesting to the 
popularity of this form of entertainment, and to the skill with which the players 


and musicians have performed. ae 
I380'73 
VY. DRAMA 


For a number of years the only theatre in Fort Wayne had been Colerick's 
Hall, erected in 1853 by Sdward F. Colerick on the north side of Columbia street, 
between Clinton and Barr. Some of America's most noted actors appeared on its ~* 
stage, and it was twice destroyed by fire and rebuilt. It became the property 
of Capt. James 5. White in 1864, and eventually ended its days as a business 
building. | 

In 1884, as we have seen in connection with Fort Wayne's music history, the 
Masonic Temple Theatre was dedicated. For twenty years it was the principal 
scene of the staging of many famous plays by outstanding American and foreign 
actors and actresses. In 1904 the Majestic Theatre was opened and for another 
score of years the two theatres shared the theatrical fare of the city, until the 
Temple Theatre's destruction by fire. Since these were the days before the 
motion picture, the plays given at these two theatres by traveling groups, and 
occasionally by local talent, were the principal source of thespian amusement in 
the city. 

To ¢all the role of the great performers who appeared on these two stages 
from the early eighties of last century to the mid-twenties of this, would be 
to inelude the names of <lmost all of the noteworthy artists who trod the boards. 

Probably there has never been a time in Fort Wayne's cultural history when 


there were not Locally performed amateur theatricais, but the two principal 
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organizations devoted to-staging plays given by Fert Wayne talent have been the 
Old Fort Players and its suecessor, the Fort Wayne Civic Theatre. 

The Old Fort Players was organized in December, 1931, and gave its first 
play, "The High Road", in Janmary, 1932, In August, 1933, the Old Fort Players 
took over the Majestic Theatre and officially proclaimed it the Civic Theatre. 

In 1940, the Old a Players was reorganized as the Fort Wayne Civie Theatre, 
which still exists and which continues to have suecessful season after successful 
season. Since October, 1934, there has also been a Children's Theatre, under 
the sponsorship of the parent organization. 

The Fort Wayne Civic Theatre is a non-profit organization which receives the 
major part of its financial support from the sale of season tickets and box-office 
receipts. It has had the good fortune to have secured, through the years, a 
succession cf outstanding directors, to whom great eredit is due for the success 
of the organization and for the high quality of the performances given. The 
present director is Theodore Wells Sizer, who in the few years since he came to 
Fort Wayne, has assumed an important place in the cultural life of the city. 

Many of us recall the plays staged by Miss Bessie Baldwin, talented Fort 
Wayne actress, on the campus of Coneordia College and on the grounds of her own 
home. Many of us, too, recall the great pageant given at Reservoir Park in June, 
1916, as a part of the Centennial celebration of Indiana's admission to the 
Union. The pageant, entitled "The Glorious Gateway of the West" was enacted by 
a cast of more than 1,000 Fort Wayne persons, with the island as the stage, and 
the hill running up to the Reservoir serving as e natural amphitheatre where 
14,000 spectators wore sc.ted. 

Since the coming of the motion pictures in the carly twenties, there has 


naturally been a decline in the number of legitimate attractions coming to Fort 
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Wayne, but probably no ioe go here than elsewhere, and an encouraging sign among 
the welter of less worth-while examples of the art of the cinema, is the establish- 
ment in 1955, by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Benedict, of the Little Cinema on West Berry 
Street, devoted to so-called “art films”, The success of this enceavor attests 

to the fact that there is still room and need for cultural outlets on a higher 


level than the ordinary, in a city the size of Fort Wayne. 
VI. LIBRARIES 


Prior to the eighties, there had been two attempts to establish libraries 
in the community. The first of these was the establishment of the Wayne Towne 
ship Library in 1854, governed by the township trustee. This institution served 
its purpose to the limits of its ability, but passed out of existence in 1893. 

The Workingmen's Institute and Library was the second of the earlier lib- 
raries, and was organized in 1855. It acquired the book collection of the Young 
Men's Literary Society and remained in existence until 1869. 

The first movement toward a public library for Fort Wayne as we know it tow 
day was made by Col. David N. Foster, one of Fort Wayne's most public spirited 
citizens, who drafted a bill providing for the establishment and maintenance of 
a public library for Fort Wayne. This bill at first was defeated in the state 
legislature, tut was enacted into law by the session of 1881. However, the city 
failed to make the necessary tax levy to take advantage of the provisions of the 
bill at that time. 

While action by the city was hold in abeyance, a free reading room was 
established in 1987, on the south side of West Wayne street between Calhoun and 
Harrison streets, through the efforts of Mrs. Emerin’ J. Hamilton. This library 


contimed in existence until the founding of the public library, when its contents 
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were given to the Y. W. C. As In 1893 the city council adopted the necessary 
ruling to establish a library in one room of the city hall in 1894. The first 
librarian was Mrs. Susan ©, Hoffman. In 1895 the library was moved to the Sol 
D. Bayless home, at the southwest corner of Wayne and Clinton strests, and in 
1898 to the Brackenridge residence on the site of the present library building. 

While the new iiravy building was being built, temporary quarters were oce 
eupied in the Elektron (now the Standard) Building. The present structure was 
dedicated Jamary 7, 1904, | 

Mrs. Hoffman was succeeded as librarian in 1896 by Miss Clara Fowler, who 
served until 1898. In that year Miss Margaret Colerick became librarian, and 
she served in this capacity for the next 36 years. She was succeeded by lex M. 
Potterf, the present Librarian so that in the 62 years since its existence began, 
the library has been served by only four librarians, and in the last 55 years, 
by only two. 

In 1921, the library began service to areas in Allen County outside the cor. 
porate limits of Fort Wayne, and acquired its present title, The Fublic Library 
of Fort Wayne end Allen County. As we enter 1956, we find the library possessing 
some three quarters of a million volumes, with a main building, an annex occupied 
since 1947 by departments not immediately concerned with the public, five eity 
branches, numerous county branches and deposit stations, many school library units 
both in the city and outside the city, two hookmobiles, and two storage buildings 
«2a far ery from its beginning in one room of the city hall with a collection of 
3,600 volumes. The Library has taken its place as one of the outstanding Lib. 
raries of the country~\the envy of the library world in respect to its holdings, 


its budget, its circulation, its breadth of service, ard its future outlook. 
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VII. LITERARY AnD HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 


Of the number of clubs and societies in Fort Wayne there seems to be no end. 
That fact is brought sharply to mind when one tries to schedule an event and runs 
up against the problem of conflicts in meeting times. But of the many clubs 
and societies which have been organized here since 1980, a few stand out as — 
noteworthy of our attention. Many others are no less deserving of mention but 
lack of time will preclude consideration of all but a very few. 

The oldest women's literary club still in existence is the Woman's Reading 
Club, which was organized in Jamary, 1890, with Miss Merica Hoagland as the first 
president. The idea for the club had originated in the mind of Mrs. H. ¢. Moder~ 
well a few months before, but there had at first been no real organization. 

This club has been a leading influence in the cultural development of Fort Wayne 
throughout its 66 years of existence, and remains today one of the strongest and 
most influential of the literary clubs. 

It was followed in time very soon by the founding of the Saturday Club, later 
in 1890. The first meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Charles 8. Dryer, This 
club has continued successfully down through the years and today carries on in 
the tradition of its founders, some of the present members being descendants of 
the earliest members. 

In 1892 Mrs. Oaniel L. Harding organized the Duodecimo Club, another club 
which still flourishes in 1956. The first members were nearly all neighbors of 
Mrs. Harding on DeWald Street. Sometimes as many as three essayists appeared | 
on each program, in the earlier days of the club. 

The Fortnightly Club, composed of both men and women, was founded in 1892 


by Dr. and Mrs. Charles R. Dryer and Miss Jane Ninde. The first membership List 
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was limited to 25, a couple being considered as one member. The club now hag 
an active membership of 100 and a few honorary members. Judge Lindley M. Ninde 
was the first president. 

The Quest Club, founded in 1911, is an organization of ahout 100 men who 
meet. every Friday noon for lunch, and listen to a paper, followed by discussion. 
The club has added to the cultural benefit of Fort Wayne also by bringing to the 
city outstanding lecturers who have appeared at public meetings sponsored by the 
clube 

The Womants Club League, founded in 1892, with Mrs. Charles R. Dryer as 
first president, took an early lead in fostering cultural advantages for Fort 

Wayne by its pressure on the city council to get the Publie Library started, and 
it contimed its useful existence until 1925, when it was reorganized as the Fort 
Wayne Woman's Club, with Mrs. John E. Moring as first president. The Woman's 
Club is one of the strongest and most influential organizations in Fort wayne 
today. Since 1928 it has occupied its own iain on the third floor of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and its annual program of outstanding lectures for members 
by some of the leading personalities in the educational and eultural world has 
been of tremendous value and importance, 

The Allen Gounty.«¥ort Wayne Historical Society, founded in 1921 with the 
late William H. W, Peltier as first president, has fostered historical interest 
in the city by bringing here leading speakers on historical subjects, by operating 
a museum at its headquarters in the Old Swinney Home, and by lending its suppert 
to many worthwhile projects of a historical nature, particularly in keeping alive 
among Fort Wayne citizen: an interest in the city's early history. 

I wish it were possible to give in this paper more than a bare mention of 


the Nineteenth Century Club, the Library Table Club, the Book Reviewers Club, and 
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Many others, some of whick have vanished from the scene and some of which remain 
with us still, but all of which have made orofound contributions to the cultural 
well-being of Fort Wayne, but this essay must come to its close with a brief leok 
at the future, and thet future is linked up, as far as cultur2l improvement is | 
concerned, with the Fort Wayne Fine Arts Foundation, which was incorporated in 
1955. This Sreniliatton had its genesis in a paper prepared for the Quest Club 
by Joseph W. Dye, and devivered in February, 1952. In preparation for this paper, 
which proposed a cultural center for Fort Wayne, Mr. Dye throughout 1951 visited 
the few places already having cultural centers, in order to obtain ideas which 
he gould transmit to his audience. The movement grew after the presentation of 
the paper, and the Foundation is now a confirmed fact. The idea behind the prow 
ject is that some day there may be built a cultural center, not necessarily one 
building but preferably a unified group of buildings, which would give adequate 
housing for art, theatre, msic, and other cultural pursuits. Meantime, the 
Foundation can be the recipient of the gifts of those who wish to aid this cause, 
and the beneficiary of the wills of those who agree thst some day, in the howe 
ever near or distant future, the culmination of all that has gone before in the 
cultural history of the city, can best be summed up in adequate provision for 
the best that has been thought and said end done te give Fort “eyne its proper 
place, not only in the industrial and business world, but in the world of the 
finer things of life. Truly cultural interests in Fort Wayne have been those of 
all the people, not of a few. While the leadership hes been vested, es we have 
seen, in the few, their work would have been of no avail without the backing of 


the many. 
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